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“II T could only stay asleep™ 1s just how Patsy Cline sings it
and this visual memoir of drawings of a poetry life follows
suit with Poets Who Sleep. How I came upon that title many
years ago, I can’t recall. It became one of my small press
monikers as an editor along with Our Poets Workshop, Work-
shop, Scout, Just So Happens and finally all under the umbrella
of Longhouse to this day. These poets sleep with me, may
sleep with you, sleep with all of us, if’ we so allow. Many
were/are friends, many I published, certainly all I read and
advocate, and over the spring, summer, fall and winter of
2017-2018 I drew these portraits, often late into the night
reading and listening to the granfalloon by the mutts in
the executive branch of the U.S. government. I must have
thought the world needed more poets and singers, as I did
in my earlier book Lunatic Drawings where some of my earli-
est poet portraits were drawn to sweeten the political mug
shots of that book. Don’t be surprised who wasn’t drawn in
this book, because I already am. The portraits came to me
as my memory worked over 50 years of recollection — also
outdoors where Susan and I would travel the back hills to
land by some water freshet to read and draw. Simple days.
I wanted to catch the spirits as they flew by. I had a net.
Nabokov once ate two butterflies while catching his beloved
species during a visit to Vermont with his famous butter-
fly net. I caught my butterfly poets where I have forever
worked and loved. You see, poets will always be with us.
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Poets Who Sleep

FIRST EDITION

All portraits & text
© Bob Arnold, 2019

ISBN 978-1-929048-54-0
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